M
anuscripts, like embryos and tumors, develop in stages (Table I) , and dermatology authors increasingly expose this development to examination by self-archiving-that is, by posting manuscripts or published papers on personal Web sites and in public repositories (Table  II) 1 before, simultaneous with, or after publication in academic journals. [2] [3] [4] [5] When authors publish in closed-access traditional journals, self-archiving makes their work accessible to those without subscriptions or medical-library access (including peers in developing countries and the lay public) and may also improve the preservation of digital content 6, 7 ; a downside of self-archiving, however, remains the potential loss of revenue to scientific societies dependent on subscriptions or manuscript access fees. 8 When deciding whether and, if so, at what stage(s), to self-archive, authors should examine the policies of journals to which the final manuscript will be or has been submitted. Although few do so, publishers may prohibit self-archiving. In other cases, self-archiving before publication may decrease the likelihood of a manuscript's acceptance. SHERPA/RoMEO 6 lists the self-archiving policies of more than 300 journals. 9 Volunteers contribute SHERPA/RoMEO data, so there is no guarantee that it is current; prospective authors should verify a publisher's current policies with the publisher directly.
We commend the Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology's (JAAD's) publisher, Elsevier, and its owner, the American Academy of Dermatology (AAD), for the JAAD's permissive selfarchiving policy. [10] [11] [12] This policy allows JAAD authors to post (1) preprints prior to submission and (2) articles after submission on their personal Web sites and their institutions' Web sites if the posting includes the article's citation and either a link to the JAAD's home page or the article's digital object identifier (DOI)-a unique identification number purchased by a publisher to identify the work on the Internet persistently. 16 
SHERPA/RoMEO
Resource that provides a summary of permissions that are normally given as part of each publisher's copyright transfer agreement. Volunteers contribute these data, so there is no guarantee that it is current. Prospective authors should verify a publisher's current policies with the publisher directly.
The additional work for authors constitutes a minor barrier to self-archiving. Although self-archiving is not difficult, it may take 10 to 20 minutes to upload one's first paper and 10 or fewer minutes to upload subsequent papers. 13 Despite the ease of self-archiving, and the enhanced exposure to a paper that self-archiving affords, many authors remain unaware of its benefits.
14 Because of the lack of familiarity, medicine has been slow to adopt new publishing models. However, now, like computer scientists and physicists who have been self-archiving articles for many years, 15 all physicians, including dermatologists, should consider self-archiving their articles more routinely and promoting journals with permissive self-archiving policies (Table III) . 16 
